English 220 – American Literature: Colonial to Romantic
Eng-220WA, online course
Dr. Kristen Egan, Associate Professor
Email: kegan@marybaldwin.edu
Office: ACA 301
Address: P.O. Box 1500, Staunton VA 24402
Phone: 540-887-7173
Office Hours: TBA
THIS IS NOT THE OFFICIAL SYLLABUS FOR THIS COURSE. THE
OFFICIAL SYLLABUS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO REGISTERED
STUDENTS VIA CANVAS WHEN THE COURSE BEGINS. CHANGES WILL
BE MADE.
Texts:
Required:
The Norton Anthology of American Literature 8th ed. General Ed. Nina Baym.
Package 1. Volumes A and B. New York: Norton, 2012. (If you are unable to
get the 8th edition, the 7th or the 9th edition will work; the pagination will just be
different). ISBN: 978-0-393-91309-5
Recommended (not required):
Acheson, Katherine O. Writing Essays about Literature: a Brief Guide for University and
College Students. Toronto: Broadview Press, 2011** ISBN: 978-1-55111-992-2
**The Acheson book is not required, but I highly recommend reading it at the beginning of the semester. If
you have been back in school for some time or are an English major, you may not need this text because
you know what is expected in an English essay. However, if you are just returning to school after a hiatus,
major in a different discipline, or have never done well in literature courses, this book is for you.

Course Description:
This course will explore early American literature until 1865 by examining a wide
variety of genres: novels, short stories, poetry, autobiographies, and essays. The course
will study Colonial, Enlightenment, and Romantic Literature, and learn the popular
debates and common characteristics of literature from these periods. We will examine
how early writers imagine America and the American. We will also explore how postrevolutionary texts both affirm and challenge many of these early ideas. The course will
pay particular attention to ideas of citizenship and belonging, as we analyze how authors
generate individual and national identity through literature.
This is a three-semester-hour course that earns LO1 credit for Humanities and
LO3 credit for Writing. It is a requirement for the English major.
Course Objectives:
• To learn about early American history and culture through reading primary texts
from the period
• To compare literary texts from a given period or genre to learn how these authors
responded to their cultural milieu through writing, noting the similarities,
differences, and contradictions in these responses
• To develop close reading skills
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•
•

To learn how to use close reading skills to construct written arguments about
literature
To learn how others interpret these texts (including your classmates)

Instructor Information:
I started working for the English department at Mary Baldwin nine years ago.
Prior to this position, I worked at Le Moyne College in Syracuse, NY, where I taught
courses in American Literature, Literature and the Environment, and writing. I have an
interdisciplinary background, earning my doctorate in English at Loyola University
Chicago, my M.A. in English from the State University of New York (SUNY) at
Cortland, and a B.S. in Biology from Le Moyne College. I specialize in nineteenthcentury American literature, focusing on issues of nature, race, and identity. My
dissertation, Infectious Agents: Race and Environment in Nineteenth-Century America,
examines the mutual constructions of space and race in America across the long
nineteenth century. I have been published in Women’s Studies Quarterly, Western
American Literature, Studies in the Novel, and was an invited guest on BackStory with
the American History Guys, a public radio program that aired on more than 100 public
radio stations in 38 states, on an episode entitled, "Rinse and Repeat: Cleanliness in
America."
Course Policies:
Assignments: There will be two formal papers, three response papers, five data
collections, a midterm, a final exam, and ten discussion board postings. All papers and
data collections must be submitted through Blackboard under the “Assignments” section
as Word documents (Google docs and other formats will not be accepted). All papers
must be double-spaced, in 12 point font, with standard margins in Times New Roman. I
will grade papers using “track changes” in Word. Students are allowed to use ideas
and/or writing generated in their response papers in their formal papers. According to
the MBU catalog, all students must turn in the final exam to pass this course.
NOTE: Because of the nature of this course, you CANNOT wait until the end of the
semester to do the reading and written work. Written assignments and discussion
board postings have deadlines with penalties for lateness.
Revision: Students have the option to revise Formal Paper #1 (if you revise, the
original grade and revision grade are averaged). Response papers that receive
“UNSATs” (unsatisfactory) can also be revised. Response paper revisions are due one
week after the original has been returned to you. I will not accept late revisions.
Late Work: If you turn in a paper/exam late, your grade for that assignment will
be lowered by 1/3 of a grade each day it is late (for example, a “C+” would become a
“C”), and no paper/exam that is more than a week late will receive a passing grade. Late
work will not receive feedback. I will not accept late revisions.
NOTE: I will only grant an ET (extended time) for extreme circumstances, and you
must have 2/3 of the work completed. (An extreme circumstance might include death
of an immediate family member or extended hospitalization of the student).
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Expectations: Students are expected to keep up with the reading, do all written
assignments (three response papers, two formal papers, five data collections), take a
midterm and final exam, and post on Blackboard (one weekly comment). Since the class
will be communicating through discussion boards, it is imperative that students treat each
other, and their professor, respectfully. If personal issues arise or you get behind on your
work for whatever reason, notify me immediately. I can only assist students who ask for
help!
Correspondence: While we can arrange phone conversations, video conferences,
or face-to-face meetings; email is the most efficient way to contact me. When emailing
me, please put your course and section number in the subject line (Eng. 220WA). If you
are asking a question that would benefit the class, then please ask it through Blackboard;
there will be an “ask your professor” thread available every week on the discussion
board.
Plagiarism: Stealing someone else’s ideas or words without proper
acknowledgment is unacceptable. All work written for this course (including the
discussion board), must be generated for this class exclusively. Sources must be properly
documented in MLA format. Plagiarism is defined as follows:
• Using the exact words of another person’s work/writing without
acknowledgement of your source through the use of quotation marks and
correct citation/documentation;
• Rephrasing a passage by another writer without giving proper credit;
• Using someone else’s facts or ideas without acknowledgement;
• Using a piece of writing for one course that was already used in a previous
course (or in courses in which you are simultaneously enrolled) without
express permission from both instructors to do so; and
• Presenting fabricated or falsified citations or materials.
Cheating on exams is also an affront to the principle of academic honesty and the Mary
Baldwin Honor Code. They are serious offences and will be punished accordingly.
Plagiarism/cheating may result in a failing grade for this course.
Special Needs: If you have a disability (physical or leaning) that may prevent you
from meeting course requirements, contact Associate Provost Dr. Carey Usher at (540)
887-7064 or cusher@marybaldwin.edu as soon as possible. Course requirements will not
be waived but reasonable accommodations can be developed.
Using Blackboard:
• You should check Blackboard (abbreviated as BB) multiple times a week, paying
particular attention to the “All Announcements” section, which is where I will
announce changes.
•

Go to the “Getting Started” section for a brief introduction on what to do first
and information on proper online course etiquette and technology requirements.
The “Faculty Contact” section contains my contact information; the “Syllabus”
section contains the official syllabus for the course; the “Course Schedule”
section contains a quick view of the schedule (the schedule is also in the
syllabus).
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•

Notes on the weekly readings will be posted under “Content,” another section
you should check regularly. This section is broken into folders by week. Each
week, you should do the weekly reading, and then go to the Content section and
view the notes on the readings. You will find that some questions in the notes do
not have answers. This is because these questions are Discussion Board questions
which will be answered through class discussion (explained below). After each
weekly discussion board is completed, I will attach a pdf of Smartboard notes to
each content item. These notes are slightly different than the original version of
notes and contain answers to discussion board questions (hence, they are more
complete than the original notes). The Smartboard notes are useful when
studying for exams. The Content section also contains “Research” and “Writing”
folders full of potentially useful materials on writing essays, grammar, and
research.

•

Writing Assignments – including data collections, response papers, formal papers,
and exams – will be posted under the “Assignments” section of Blackboard, and
you will submit assignments here. The “Assignments” section will be broken into
three folders: two contain the specific assignments according to week and the
other folder, called “General Assignment Info. & Grading Info.” contains general
information about assignment types and how things are graded. Be sure to review
the materials in this general folder the first few weeks of class. (You will miss
very important information if you skip this).

•

You need to look at the “Discussions” section (abbreviated DB) of Blackboard
multiple times a week because you will need to do weekly postings.
o What is a posting? – You need to write at least one posting per week. I
will drop the two lowest DB grades. (So, if you have a bad week and fail
to post by Sunday, the zero you would receive for that would hopefully be
dropped). Your posting must respond to the reading by attempting to
answer at least one of the discussion questions I have posted under
“Discussions.” You should also respond to your fellow classmates within
your posting if possible. Your comment should be at least 200 words or
more.
Within the “Discussion” section of Blackboard, each week will have its
own “forum” simply labeled by week (i.e. “Week 1”). I will post the
discussion questions as “threads” on the discussion board, and you can
chose which question(s) you wish to answer and do so accordingly. You
do not have to answer every discussion question within the forum to meet
the minimum requirement for postings, but students who post under
multiple threads earn higher grades.
Keep in mind that the point of the discussion board is to discuss; hence,
constant repetition isn’t that fruitful. If one thread has 10 comments and
another has none, post under a different thread. Feel free to ask questions
within this medium, as well as make comments. Try to respond to your
classmates’ comments: a good response goes beyond saying “I like this”
by explaining why, engaging the content, and trying to propel the
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conversation forward. It can be particularly helpful when a posting cites
a text (giving the page number) to prove its point.
o When are postings due? – Your weekly posting is always due by the end
of the week (Sunday at midnight).
o

How are they graded? – Your discussion board postings will collectively
count towards your final grade for the semester (worth a total of 60
points). When evaluating your discussion board grades, I will consider
your engagement with the reading, with your classmates, and across the
discussion board forum for that week. Students who go beyond the
minimum requirements, show interest and originality in their posts, and
move conversations forward (rather than just repeating), score higher on
the discussion board. Postings are graded on a six point scale on
Blackboard (rubric visible under Assignments).

o I do expect you to read everything on the discussion board, including
questions you did not respond to and postings that might have been made
after you posted. Keep in mind that many students will post over the
weekend, and I will make my comments after the discussion board closes
(typically by Friday night). I often post very important notes this way;
this material will appear on your midterm and final exam. Therefore,
you will need to revisit the discussion board after the Sunday due date to
make sure you have read everyone’s comments including mine.
I plan on “closing” each weekly discussion board the Friday after the reading is
due (again, readings and postings are always due by Sunday night). When I say
“close,” I mean that I will have responded to the discussion board at this point and
graded it on Blackboard. The discussion will still be visible, but anyone who
posts past the due date will not receive credit (unless I grant you special
permission). This means that if you do not keep up with your weekly postings,
you will lose your opportunity to post which will negatively affect your final
grade.
•

If you have any technical problems contact the Help desk at 540-887-7075 or
http://help.marybaldwin.edu.

Grading:
Formal Paper #1 (5-8 pages)
Formal Paper #2 (5-8 pages)
Midterm exam
Final exam
Response papers (3)
Discussion Board

- 100 points
- 100
- 80
- 80
- 60 (each response paper is worth 20 points)
- 60 (Each posting is worth 6 points. There will be 12 DBs.
Students drop the two lowest grades for a total of 10)

Data collections

- 20 (5 data collections, each is worth 4 points)

A student’s total earned points over the course of the semester will be divided by a total
of 500 points to calculate his/her grade. A full description of the grading scale for papers,
data collections, and discussion board postings can be found on Blackboard under
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“Assignments.” This percentage score will be converted according to the following
MBU grade scale:

B+ = 87 - 89
C+ = 77 - 79
D+ = 67 - 69
F ≤ 59

A ≥ 93 - 100
B = 83 - 86
C = 73 - 76
D = 63 - 66

A- = 90 - 92
B- = 80 - 82
C- = 70 - 72
D- = 60 - 62

Course Schedule: Instructor holds the right to change the schedule at any time. Reading
and writing assignments are written under the week they are due. You are not required to
read the biographies of the authors and/or the historical background provided by your
book, but I recommend reading them. Your discussion board posts based on the
weekly reading are due every Sunday @ midnight and are not individually written on
the schedule.
NOTE: Dates and correct pagination will be entered on the OFFICIAL syllabus
distributed to enrolled students via Blackboard when the course begins.
Week 1 (Mon.– Sun.)
Hawthorne Young Goodman Brown (Vol. B, 386-95), Bradford, from Of
Plymouth Plantation (Vol. A, 131-56 and BB)
Week 2 (Mon.– Sun.)
Winthrop, from A Model of Christian Charity (166-77), Bradstreet, poetry
and letters starting w/ “The Flesh and the Spirit” (222-238), Data
Collection- Resp. #1 due (Sat. @ midnight), Response Paper #1 due
(Sun. @ midnight)
Week 3 (Mon. – Sun.)
Rowlandson, A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary
Rowlandson (257-88), contemporary articles on census citizenship
question (BB), Mather, from The Wonders of the Invisible World (328-33)
Week 4 (Mon.– Sun.)
Franklin, “The Way to Wealth” (457-63) and “Information to Those Who
Would Remove to America” (471-76), Jefferson, from Notes on the State
of Virginia (668-77), Paine, from The Age of Reason (653-59), Wheatley
“On Being Brought from Africa to America” (764) and “To the University
of Cambridge, in New England” (766), Data Collection – Resp. #2 (Sat.
@ midnight), Response Paper #2 due (Sun. @ midnight)
Week 5 (Mon.– Sun.)
Foster, The Coquette; or, the History of Eliza Wharton (818-916)
Week 6 (Mon.– Sun.)
Irving, “Rip Van Winkle” and “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” (Vol. B,
29-62), no discussion board this week (Irving will be covered on the Wk
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7 DB), MIDTERM EXAM (Sun. @ midnight)
Week 7 (Mon. – Sun.)
Hawthorne, “The Minister’s Black Veil” (409-18), Data Collection –
Form #1 due (Wed. @ midnight), FORMAL PAPER
#1 DUE (Sun. @ midnight)
Week 8 (Mon. – Sun.)
Poe, “The Fall of the House of Usher” (654-67), Emerson, from “Nature”
(214-17) and “Self Reliance” (269-73)
Week 9 (Mon. – Sun.)
Thoreau, Walden chap. 1 & 2 (981-1033), Whitman, from “Song of
Myself” #1-10 (1330-36), #52 (1374), “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry” (138387) (FYI – last day to withdrawal or P/NC)
Week 10 (Mon.– Sun.)
Dickinson, “I Taste a Liquor Never Brewed” (1667), “Because I Could
Not Stop for Death” (1683), “This is My Letter to the World” (1684), “I
Heard a Fly Buzz When I Died” (1685), “Much Madness is Divinest
Sense” (1687), “Publication – is the Auction” (1692), “A Narrow Fellow
in the Grass” (1694), FORMAL PAPER #1 Optional Revision DUE
(Sun. @ midnight)
Week 11 (Mon. – Sun.)
Melville, “Bartleby, the Scrivener” (1483-1509), Stowe, from Uncle
Tom’s Cabin (807-39), Data Collection – Resp. #3 (due Sat. @
midnight), Response Paper #3 due (Sun. @ midnight)
Week 12 (Mon.– Sun.)
Stowe, from Uncle Tom’s Cabin (839-80), no discussion board, Data
Collection – Form #2 due (Sun. @ midnight)
Week 13 (Mon.– Sun.)
Stowe, from Uncle Tom’s Cabin (880-904)
Week 14 (Mon.– Sun.)
Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (921- 41), FORMAL PAPER
#2 DUE (Sun. @ midnight)
Exam Week (Mon. - Fri.)
FINAL EXAM DUE (Fri. @ midnight), ALL late work for this
course must be turned in by Fri. @ midnight.

